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In memoir Coming Full Circle, award-winning journalist 
Wanda Lloyd recounts her journey from segregated Deep 

South to trailblazing newspaper editor

“Wanda Lloyd is a consummate storyteller who has always lived a life 
of purpose devoted to diversity and community. Her memoir is a rich, 

inspiring tale about race and gender in 21st century America.”
 — Karen Jurgensen, editor, USA Today (retired)

Montgomery, Ala.: Wanda Smalls Lloyd’s Coming Full 
Circle: From Jim Crow to Journalism, with a foreword by 
best-selling author Tina McElroy Ansa, is the memoir 
of an African American woman who grew up 
privileged and educated in the restricted culture of the 
American South in the 1950s–‘60s. Her path was 
shaped by segregated social, community, and 
educational systems, religious and home training, a 
strong cultural foundation, and early leadership 
opportunities. Despite Jim Crow laws that affected 
where she lived, how she was educated, and what civil 
rights she could enjoy, Lloyd grew up to realize her 
childhood dream of working as a professional 
journalist. In fact, she would eventually hold some of 
the nation’s highest-ranking newspaper editorial 
positions, becoming one of the first African American 
women to be the top editor of a mainstream daily 
newspaper. 

Her memoir is a window on the intersection of race, gender, culture, and the media’s 
role in our uniquely American experiment in democracy. How Lloyd excelled in a 
profession where high-ranking African American women were rare is a memorable 
story that will educate, entertain, and inspire.

Wanda Lloyd is an alumna and former trustee of Atlanta’s Spelman College, which 
awarded her a 2016 honorary doctorate. She has been a four-time juror for the Pulitzer 
Prize. She was the founding executive director of the Freedom Forum Diversity Institute 
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at Vanderbilt University, has served with the Accrediting Council on Education for 
Journalism and Mass Communications, and is a former director of the American Society 
of News Editors (ASNE). In 2019 Lloyd was inducted into the National Association of 
Black Journalists Hall of Fame.

Coming Full Circle is available through your favorite local or online retailer. Retailers, 
contact Ingram Publisher Services (IPS) at 866-400-5351 or by email at 
ips@ingramcontent.com, or order via ipage.ingrambook.com. Hardcover; ISBN: 
978-1-58838-407-2; 296 pages; $28.95  For more information: www.newsouthbooks.com/
comingfullcircle
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